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DOC  NO.  1339-A  (9) 

Message  from  the  Bight  Honourable  Winston  Churchill,  Acting 
Secrotary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  to  His  Excellency 
Mr.  Yosuke  Matsuoka,  Hie  Imperial  Japanese  Majesty's  Minister 
for  Foreign  Affairs,  of  which  a  copy  was  handed  unofficially  to 
Mr.  Matsuoka  by  His  Majesty's  Amha sealer  at  Moscow  on  April 
12th,  1941. 

(Ncte.  —  It  had  originally  teen  intended  that  this  letter 
should  he  delivered  to  Mr.  Matsuoka  hy  Mr.  Shigemiteu  who  had 
expected  to  meet  the  Japanese  Foreign  Minister  during  his  stay 
in  Europe) . 


Yftur  Excellency, 

I  take  advantage  of  the  facilities  with  which  we  have 
provided  your  Ambassador  to  send  you  a  friendly  message  of 
sincerity  and  goodwill.  I  venture  to  suggest  a  few  questions.  ~ 
which,  it  seems  to  me,  deserve  the  attention  of  the  Imperial 
Japanese  Government  and  people: 

(l)  Will  the  Germans,  without  command  of  the  sea  or  command 
of  the  British  daylight  air,  he  able  to  invade  and  conquer  Great 
Britain  in  the  spring,  summer  or  autumn  of  1941?  Will  the 
Germans  try  to  do  so?  Would  it  not  be  in  the  interests  of  Japan 
to  wait  until  thess  questions  have  answered  themselves? 

\  (2)  Will  the  German  attack  on  British  shipping  be  strong 
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enough  to  prevent  American  aid  from  reaching  British  shores 
with  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  of  America  transforming 

their  whole  industry  to  war  purposes? 

(3)  Did  Japan’s  accession  to  the  triple  pact  make  it  more 
likely  or  less  likely  that  the  United  States  would  come  into  the 
present  war? 

(4)  If  the  United  States  entered  the  war  at  the  side  of 
Great  Britain  and  Japan  ranged  herself  with  the  Axis  Powers, 
would  not  the  naval  superiority  of  the  two  English-speaking 
nations  enable  them  to  deal  with  Japan  while  disposing  of  the 
Axis  Powers  in  Europe? 

(5)  Is  Italy  a  strength  or  a  burden  to  Germany?  Is  the 
Italian  fleet  as  good  at  sea  as  on  paper?  Is  it  as  good  on 
paper  as  it  used  to  be? 

(6)  Will  the  British  Air  Force  be  stronger  than  the  German 
Air  Force  before  the  end  of  1941  and  far  stronger  before  the 
end  of  1942? 

(7)  Will  the  many  countries  which  are  being  held  down  by  the 
German  army  and  Gestapo  learn  to  like  the.  Germans  more  or  will 
they  like  them  less  as  the  years  pass  by? 
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(8)  Is  it  true  that  the  production  of  steel  in  the  United 
States  of  America  during  1941  will  “be  73  million  tons  and  in 
Great  Britain  about  12-1/2  million  tons,  making  a  total  of  nearly 
90  million  tons?  If  Germany  should  happen  to  be  defeated  as 
she  was  last  time  would  not  the  7  million  tons  of  steel  production 
of  Japan  be  inadequate  for  e  sir.?  Landed  war? 

From  the  answers  to  these  questions  any  spring  the 
avoidance  by  Japan  of  a  serious  catastrophe  and  a  marked 
improvement  in  the  relations  between  Japan  and  Great  Britain,  the 
great  sea  Power  of  the  West. 

I  remain,  with  great  truth  and  respect, 

Your  Escdllency's  obedient  Servant, 

(Sd)  WINSTON  S.  CHURCHILL 


..  J > 
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c  JL1 2  2.  US.  A .r_l 

V/.D.C.  llo. _ 

I.p.s.  No.  ?3>.;A  0) 


of  Source  arc?  Authenticity 


I .  H-tVA  JTs  -K- _ 

that  I  ar.  ofi’i  ’*~  Vi;  i,on.K  ;t*: 
following  caufc- vly*  |Vn~.  •:  of 


_  ,  hereby  certify 

•j.ci-  i"  .T:.ci  r.f  d  C-ovoi  nnent  in  the 
■5  -ny.h i  r\  o  ieciio/'.  JcraAfg.)  Foreign 


QfflSft 


and  that  as  nucu  official  I  havo  custody  of  the  document  hereto 
attached  consisting  of  o  pages,  dated  13  April  ,  1941 ,  and 

described  as  folio*./®: _ 

letter  from  Chur  chill  to  foreign  Rinfstec  hull  SUOKA  haruigd_£g - 

iliTSbOKA  at  hope  or  on  3  3  1  194?. _ 

I  further  certify  that  the  attached  record  and  doc’unent  is  an 
official  document  of  the  Japanese  Government ,  and  that  it  is  part  of 


the  official  archives  ard  files  of  the  following  named  ministry  or 
department  ( specifying  alio  the  file  number  or  citation,  if  any,  or 
any  other  official  designation  of  the  regular  location  of  the 
document  in  the  archiver,  or  files):  Foreign  Ministry _ _ — _ 


Signed  at  _ r?rkyo _  on  this 

21et  day  of  Sent .  ■  1.946. 

Witness:  Negoharu  Ooo  fs/ 


j s/  K.  Kavaahi _ 

Signaturo  of  Official 

SEAL 

Chief.  AC'-hi-es  Sect 
Cfficie 1  Capacity 


J 
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.JLVi'i 2]  cut  of  Off.-.ial  Procurement 

I.  Rich  nr;?  r.  _T.MT?h_ _  .  hereby  certify  that  I 

am  associated,  vith  cv.o  General  Headquarter d  of  the  Supreme  Commander 
for  the  Allied  Mid  tfcsc  the  above  described  doconaut  was 

obtained  by  i .»  •  r  e  b  igvni  -v*  r..ivl  «»f  the  OapsAets 

Government  in  tiie  cone.*'  <>  v  c/ficiw.  a.-; i.v? z . 

Signed  at  Tolr, ■  o  on  this 

25  dav  of  Fevromhev.  1946  Richard  h.  7>ar?h  /^/ _ 

JlnME 

W itnesB :  T/4  Tcauchi  /s/ _  _ Ir.vestigaticn  Division  1  ? P ■  S. 

Official  Capacity 
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April  22,  1941 


Your  Excellency, 

,  .  wv_  frolc  nv  trip  and  hasten  to  acknowledge 

I  have  just  come  hack  irom  my  ^ 

.  to  re  at  Moscow  on  the  evening  cf 

the  receipt  of  paper,  handed  to  me 

the  12th  instant  by  Sir  Stafford  Crlpps  with  remark  that  it  was 
»  eery  in  substance  of  a  letter  addreeeed  to  me  dated  London. 

April  2nd  1941,  and  forwarded  to  Tokyo. 

I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  for  the  facilities  with 

which  your  Government  made  efforts  to  provide  our  Ambassador 
when  he  wanted  to  meet  me  on  the  continent.  I  was  keenly 
disappointed  when  I  learned  that  he  could  not  come. 

Your  Excellency  may  rest  assured  that  the  foreign  policy  of 
Jauan  is  determined  upon  and  after  an  unbiased  examination  of 
dl  the  facts  and  a  very  careful  weighing  of  all  the  element, 
of  the  situation  she  confronts,  nlvays  holding  steadfastly  in 
vie.  the  great  racial  aim  and  ambition  of  finally  bringing  about 
on  the  earth  the  conditions  envisaged  in  what  she  calls  Hakkoichru, 
the  Japanese  conception  of  a  universal  peace  under  which  there 
would  be  no  congest,  no  oppression,  no  exploitation  of  any  and 
ail  peoples.  And.  once  determined.  I  need  hardly  tell  Your 
Excellency,  it  will  be  carried  out  with  resolution  but  with 
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utmost  circumspect  ion,  talcing  in  every  detail  of  changing 
clrcum stance  a. 

I  am,  believe  me. 

Tour  Excellency's  obedient  servant, 

Tosuke  Matsuo  lea. 

His  Excellency 

The  Eight  Honorable  Vinstor  Churchille 
Prime  Minister  of  Croat  Britain. 
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£S£TIFICATE 


W.D.C.  No. 
I.P.S.  No/ 


Statement  of  Source  and  Authentic It: 


,  KAYASHI  Kaoru _ hereby  certify 

that  I  an  officially  connected  with  the  Japanese  Government 
in  the  following  capacity:  Chief  of  the  Archives  Section, 
JajDano  se_  Fore i£n_Of f ic c - - - - 

and  that  as  such  official  I  have  custody  oF  the  document"” 
hereto  attached  consisting  of  2  napes,  dated  12  April. 

I  QA  I  n  n/1  _ i .'T“ir  r*.  ^  M  g  r  g If  ■  '  . 


- - - -  *  vwv  *  V.  UWW  N*  VVMI  XU  Uil 

oi fie lal  document  of  the  Japanese  Government,  and  that  it  is 
part  of  the  official  archives  and  files  of  the  following  named 
4*  £. ^  or  department  (specifying  also  the  file  number  or 
citation,  if  any,  or  any  other  official  designation  of  the 
regular  location  of  the  document  in  the  archives  or  files): 
E°icign  Ministry _ _ _ 

Signed  at  Tokyo  on  this 

2;  day  of  Seatg.,  1946.  /s/  K.  Havashi 


Witness:  /s/  Nagaho.ru  Odo 


/s/  K,  Havashi _ 

Signature  of  Official 

SEAL 

Chief.  Archives  Sect 
Official  Capacity 


Statement  cf  Official  Procurement 

It  _Ric^ard_K^  Larsh  _ ,  hereby  certify  that  I 

am  associated  with  the  General  Headquarters  of  the  Supreme 
Commander  for  the  Allied  Powers,  and  that  the  above  described 
document  was  obtained  by  me  from  the  above  signed  official 
of  the  Japanese  Government  in  the  conduct  of  ny  ^ffici'-l 
business. 


Signed  at  Tokyo  on  this 
25  day  cf  S  n tenbe-r  f  1946 

Witness:  /s/  T/4  T.  Tcguchl 


/s/  Richard  H,  Larsh 
NAME 

Investigation  Division  IPS 
Official  C  pocity 
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